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Accord sur prolongement du contrat
d'engagement de Madame André Hesse.

Entre d'une part 8. E. Wirza
Yahya Khan Gharaghoslou, Ministre
de 1'Instruetion Publquey , des
Fondations Pieuses ct des Beaux-ARks
agissant et stipulant au nom et pour
le compte du Gouvernem#nt Impérial
Peramn, et Madsme André Hesse,
citoyenne frengaise, d'autre pert,
1taccord suivant a &6té conclu en
vertu des dispositions de la loi du
12 Khordad 1308

Article Unique

L'engagement delladame André Hesse
comme directerice et institutrice
del'Ecole Normale des Filles , dffec=
tué suivant le coutrat N°9267/8509,
du 26 Hout 1302, et prolongé sous
H° 4092/1946, du 30-2-1307 est pro=-
longé de nouveau pour une période
de 23 mois et 15 joues & partir du
15 Khordad 1308. ]
Signature et Sceau du Ministére.de

1'Instruction Publique.

Signature de Madame André Hesse.
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types of loans in Qajar Iran.
Journal of the Economic and
Social History of the Orient,
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duction to Islamic law. Oxford:
Clarendon Press, pp. 145-146.
 Yanagihashi, H. (2012). 1

25— it [Islamic Property
Law]. Tokyo: University of
Tokyo Press, pp. 235-246.

* Noorzoy, M. 5. (1982). Islamic
laws on riba (interest) and

their economic implications.
International Journal of Middle
East Studies, 14(1), 3-17.
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Laser Cleaning as Novel Approachto

Preservation of Historical Books and

Documents on a Paper Basis

Vadim Parfenov!, Alexander Galushkin?, Tatiana Tkachenko?3,
Vladimir Aseev*
Translated by: Seyedeh Somaieh Mohsenian®

The purpose of this work is the study of laser cleaning of historical paper. The effect of laser
exposure of the paper reflectance, fracture resistance and acidity was investigated. The paper
surface roughness before and after laser treatment was analyzed by optical and scanning electron
microscopy. It was shown that use of multi-pulse micromachining in combination with high-speed
scanning of laser beams provides high safety for paper cleaning. The optimal parameters of laser
radiation for effective and safe cleaning are a power density of about 2 x 1 0 5 W/cm?at a wavelength
of 1.06 um, pulse repetition rate is 2 0 kHz; and a beam scanning speed of 200 mm/s-500 mm/s.
The selective laser cleaning method for books and documents was proposed. Selective cleaning is
achieved by means of high-precision control of the trajectory of movement of laser beams.
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Mohammad-Ali Sheikh and the
NationalLibraryintheLight of Archival

Documents: AReassessmentofa Short-

Term Collaboration

Ali Sadeghzadeh Vayqan*

This article examines the archival records concerning the collaboration of Mohammad-Ali Sheikh,
a renowned figure of contemporary Iran, with the National Library of Iran during the period span-
ning 1962 to 196 3. Sinceits establishmentin 19 37, the National Library has not only been distin-
guished by its eminent directors but has also benefited from the contributions of numerous erudite
staff and specialists who have served at various times. Among these influential figures is Moham-
mad-Ali Sheikh (1929-2017). Under the directorship of Iraj Afshar, Sheikh collaborated with
Seyyed Abdollah Anvar in the Manuscripts Department for approximately one year and eight months
(1962-1964), playinga pivotal role in the publication of the first volume of the Catalogue of Man-
uscripts.

Sheikh’s archival file, preserved in the Archives of the Human Resources and Support Man-
agement Office at Shahid Beheshti University, is of great significance for compiling the institutional
history of the National Library and understanding its relationship with prominent national figures.
By introducing and analyzing these documents, the present study highlights the convergence of
three leading personalities of the National Library—Iraj Afshar, Seyyed Abdollah Anvar, and Moham-
mad-Ali Sheikh—during 196 2 and 196 3. This period coincides with the final years of the library’s
operation under the Ministry of Culture and Art.

These documents attest to the engagement of a distinguished scholarly and cultural figure
within the National Library, a matter of considerable historical importance. Accordingly, following a
brief overview of Mohammad-Ali Sheikh’s life and career, this paper revisits and analyzes the archi-
valrecords related to his tenure at the National Library.
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The Conditional Sales (bay -i shart)
and other typesofloansinQajariran

Nobuaki Kondo*
Translated by: Farshid Norooz? , Hamidreza Aryanfar?

This article examines various aspects of conditional sales (bay‘-i shart) and other types of loans in
Qajar Iran (1796-1925 AD. / 1214-1344 AH.). Although usury (riba) is generally prohibited
in Islamic jurisprudence, Shi‘i jurists, relying on specific arguments, devised mechanisms to
legitimize lending with interest (profit), thereby facilitating the formation of more complex financial
transactions. In addition to analyzing the relevant jurisprudential principles, this study investigates
how these transactions were conducted in practice, as well as their specific legal and economic
characteristics within the context of Qajar society. To this end, three groups of conditional sale deeds
from the National Archives of Iran have been extracted and analyzed to elucidate the process of each
transaction, the distinctions between different types of contracts, and theirimpact on the economic
currents of the time. These documents provide a precise depiction of the formation of financial
agreements, the drafting of contracts, and the role of Shari‘a courts in endorsing and supervising
these transactions. While similar transactions with comparable features existed in other Islamic
regions and legal schools, the legal methods employed by Shi‘i jurists in Iran—particularly during
the Qajar era—exhibit unique characteristics and legal complexities due to the specific political,
economic, and cultural conditions of the period. Consequently, the study of such transactions is of
considerable significance not only from a jurisprudential perspective but also from the viewpoints
of Iranian economic and legal history, offering a better understanding of the interaction between
Shari‘a and the economy during the aforementioned era.
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Petitions and Demands of Esfahani
Women in the Pahlavi Period

Abdul Mahdi Rajaee?

Petitions are considered among the most precious documentary sources. A petition is a letter
containing requests, demands, or complaints written by ordinary people to a state organ. The
practice of writing such letters has a long history. In this paper, through selecting, rewriting, and
analyzing 2 4 petitions written by Esfahani women during the Pahlavi era, we aim to shed light on
aspects of women’s lives during that period and, through these petitions, describe the conditions
and life of the people during those days. These petitions, which range in date from 1310 to 1347
(1931-1968), were presented largely to the governor or prefect of Esfahan and are preserved
in the National Documents Organization archives. The purpose of this study is to outline the lives
and experiences of Esfahani women from these documents. The findings reveal that contemporary
Esfahani women, as represented by these petitions, primarily highlighted their roles as mothers,
wives, and daughters in order to carry out their duties in a feminine way. Additionally, these 24
petitions provide information about Esfahan’s socio-cultural context at that time. The research
method in this project involves looking for, rewriting, and analyzing these documents, and then
ordering them chronologically along a timeline.
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A Breakfast for the King: The
Establishment of the Royal Dairy
during the Qajar Period

Amin Mohammadi!

During the Qajar era, the royal households encompassed various sections, such as the treasury, the
photography studio, the armory, the refreshment area, the syrup house, Broom House, and the guard
room, alltasked with serving the needs of the Qajar monarchs. Each of these sections was established
to fulfill specific needs of the kings and to showcase the grandeur and majesty of the monarchy. The
photography studio was responsible for capturing images of the king and housed various types of
cameras and photographic equipment. The armory preserved the exquisite and valuable weapons of
the monarchs. The treasury supplied royal garments, where various royal artifacts and jewels were
stored. Financial documents from the year 1318 AH, coinciding with the reign of Mozafar al-Din
Shah Qajar, mention the royal dairy as one of the segments of the royal households, despite its ab-
sence in other sources. This article endeavors to address the question of the purpose and function of
the royal dairy within the Qajar period by analyzing and examining financial records.

The findings of this research indicate that the royal dairy was established around the year
1318 AH during the reign of Mozafar al-Din Shah for the purpose of maintaining the royal cows and
supplying butter for the breakfast of the Qajar king, and it was disbanded following the king’s death
in1324 AH.
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Helene Hesse and the Advancement of
Modern Educationinlran(1924-1933)

Mahtab Hedayatit

The Dar al-Mo‘allemat, or female teacher training college, was established in 19 1 8 to prepare wom-
en teachers for girls’ schools. It played an important role in the institutionalization of women’s edu-
cation in Iran. In 1924, the Ministry of Education decided to appoint a foreign woman to direct this
educationalinstitution and entrusted Madame Helene Hesse from France with this job. During almost
adecade, from the last years of the Qajar period to the middle of the Pahlavil era, Helene Hesse man-
aged the Dar al-Mo‘allemat as principal. Despite her importance in the history of Iranian women’s
education, not much has been known about her life, recruitment, and professional activities. Draw-
ing on historical documents, contemporary journals, and records of the National Consultative As-
sembly, this study tries to provide a clearer picture of the professional presence of Helene Hesse in
Iran and her impact on the educational system of that time.

The findings suggest that Hesse played a constructive role for about a decade in managing
the Dar al-Mo‘allemat, as her contract was renewed several times, while she also pursued an active
role of teaching and participated in the intellectual discourse on women’s education in modern Iran
through her published writings.
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Archival Reappraisal

Grant Hurley?
Translated by: Mahboobeh Sadat Bidgoli?

Reappraisal is the process of revisiting past appraisal decisions to identify which archival materials
are no longer suitable for permanent preservation. The decision-making processes of Reappraisal
determine the scope and basis of Reappraisal; They systematically inspect the content and context of
the materials; And examine provenance, donation and accessioning documentation. The Reapprais-
alultimately leads to a decision about keeping the materials or permanently removing them from the
archives through the process of deaccessioning.

This article Briefly reviewes the context and concept of Reappraisal and the history of the literatures
about thisissue. The author points out that although Leonard Rapport saw Reappraisal as a function
of managing archival collections, others like Karen Benedict, by challenging Reappraisal and its con-
sequent deaccessioning, considered these two as undermining the basic archival principles.

The article further describes the process of Reappraisal using the “guidelines of Reappraisal and de-
accessioning” of the society of American Archivists (201 2). According to these guidelines, reasons
for reappraisal include improving overall access to materials, assessing and prioritizing backlogs,
correcting faulty appraisal decisionsin the past, refining collections focus, and balancing the institu-
tion’s resources for preservation and storage against collection use.

At the end article concluded that despite the past controversies, reappraisal is a useful concept for
archivists to manage collections responsibly. Reappraisal is a “creative and sophisticated act” when
the scope and rationale of it are defined and the decisions are applied systematically and well docu-
mented, it provides the possibility of refining and strengthening the collections.
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