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A Reportonthe Autumn 2024
Mobile Exhibitions Conducted by

the General
Directorate of Archival Services

(Archival Communications Group)
Zahra Javidi!, Hamideh Bakhtiari?

Throughout autumn 2024, Iran’s National Library and Archives’ General Directorate of Archival
Services (Archival Communications Group) conducted a series of mobile exhibitions based on
historical events. These exhibitions were aimed at introducing research and cultural communities,
and the public, to the collections of National Archives of Iran. The topic of the exhibitions comprised
pictures of selected archival documents, selected and mounted in exhibition sets,and made available
to requesting organizations and centers in the organization. This report refers to a selection of the

most important exhibitions.
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Recognition of Materials and Decorative Tools in
Qara Qoyunlu Manuscript Illumination:

A Study of the Manuscript of the Divan
of Hafez Sa‘d Tabrizi Written
By Shaykh Mahmood Pirbudagqi

Somayeh Zarei?, Ali Asghar Fahimifar?
Homayoun Haj Mohammad Hosseini?

Jahanshah Qara Qoyunlu, along with his son Pir Budaq (1454-1467), ruled in western Iran, par-
ticularly in Tabriz, Shiraz, and Baghdad. They took possession of the manuscript illumination work-
shops from the Jalayirid and Timurid periods. The peak of attention to the art of manuscript illumi-
nation is evident during Pir Budaq’s reign in Shiraz. One of the prominent examples of this period is
the Divan of Hafiz Sa’d Tabrizi, penned by Sheikh Mahmud Pir Budaqi (8 6 4 AH/CE), which is held in
the British Library under the number or. 1184 6. Concurrently with the writing of this manuscript,
Pir Budaq sent a letter to the Dar al-’Ibada of Yazd, requesting materials such as lapis lazuli, silvi-ye
khata’i, and dohaneh-ye farangi.

This research, based on the hypothesis that the aforementioned letter was written to procure
the necessary materials for the illumination of this manuscript, investigates the following questions:
How are the materials and tools of illumination represented in the Qara Qoyunlu period? And what
were the applications of lapis lazuli, silvi-ye khata’i, and dohaneh-ye farangi in the decorations of
this copy of the Divan of Hafiz Sa’d? The present research employs a survey method with a descrip-
tive-analytical approach, utilizing library and documentary research, and focuses on analyzing and
describing the decorations of this Divan to compare the materials and colors used in it with the con-
tent of Pir Budaq’s letterin 14 6 0. The findings of this research indicate that this manuscript is deco-
rated using a diverse range of materials. This variety in decorative elements reflects the high level of
manuscript illumination techniques during the Qara Qoyunlu period. Furthermore, historical docu-
ments, including the official letter from the ruler in the same year requesting the provision of mate-
rials, demonstrate his supportive and effective role in promoting the art of manuscript illumination

during the Qara Qoyunlu era.
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A Study of the
Condition of the Meat

Supply during the Naser al-Din Shah
and Mozaffar al-Din Shah Reigns

(1848-1906)

Farideh Toloeiyan!

Meeting the minimum livelihood requirements of the population has always been a concern of
rulers and a sign of economic and political strength of a country. Meat has had a long-standing
significance in Iranian food culture. During Naser al-Din Shah and Mozaffar al-Din Shah of the
Qajar dynasty (1264-1324 AH/1848-1906 CE), it was public protests that erupted as a result
of meat shortages and unaffordable prices. This study, based on library and archival documents
and descriptive-analytic method, explores the root causes of this issue and the determinants of
the problem. Historical records show widespread profiteering and unlawful conduct by influential
players in the chain of meat supply and distribution, ranging from butchers to government
officials. State agents, by forcing butchers and owners of slaughterhouses to provide margins and
commissions over prices, were exerting pressure on them, which resulted in inflation and colossal
discontentment from the masses. The state, in multiple attempts, not only attempted addressing
theissue but also attempted incentive-policies and punishments, none of which yielded the desired.
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Copied and Collected:
Firmans, Petitions, and

the Political History of Qajar Iran

Assef Ashraf!
Translated By: Farshid noroozi?, Hamidreza Aryanfar?

This article uses two manuscripts, comprising collections (majmu”a) of Hirmans, petitions, and
letters from Qajar Iran, as a lens through which to explore Qajar governance.lt begins by introducing
the manuscripts, and then discusses who copied them and why, how the contents of the collections
circulated in Qajar Iran prior to their compilation, what that circulation says about Qajar Iran, and
Hinally, how collections how such manuscript compilations such as these open new avenues of
research in Qajar political history.
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An Unwritten Letter?

Examining the Authenticity of the
August 18 Letter from Kashanito
Mossadegh

Iman Abbasnejad*

In the early years of the revolution, a letter from Seyyed Abolgasem Kashani to Mohammad Mos-
sadegh, dated August 18, 1953 (one day before the coup), was published. In this letter, Kashani
informs Mossadegh about an impending coup by Zahedi and offers his assistance and cooperation.
In response, Mossadegh also issued a statement indicating that he was backed by the support of the
people and somewhat disregarded Kashani’s warning. This letter, published by Mohammad Hasan
Salemi (Kashani’s grandson), sparked considerable debate. Some individuals raised doubts con-
cerning the authenticity of the letter (in terms of diplomatics and its content), while others defended
its authenticity. After studying nearly all discussions surrounding this letter and considering the his-
torical progression of these discussions, | encountered several new ambiguities and doubts, which |
have articulated in this paper. In my view, the delay in the publication of these letters is inconsistent
with the content of the letter attributed to Kashani. Additionally, inconsistencies (or contradictions)
can be observed in Salemi’s statements over the years, which may undermine his credibility. In this
paper, | demonstrate how Salemi has provided new details about the affair in different years, details
that, if genuine, should not have been introduced gradually over time.
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Images Speak:

ALook atthe Army through a Selection
of Photographs by Abbasgholi
Esfandiari

Mansoureh Ettehadieh (Nezammafi)!, Hoorieh Saeidi?

Research based on historical documents represents a type of study characterized by a focus on
document analysis, leading to insights akin to sociological and anthropological investigations, as
well as analyses related to the evolution of economies and even human relationships and emotions
throughout history. The subject largely depends on the aim the researcher holds when exploring the
initial leaf of a collection of historical documents, the nature of thereading and information gathering,
and the first image selected from among historical photographs, alongside the understanding it
evokes in theirimagination.

The perception that a historian derives from a document or historical photograph may not nec-
essarily align with the original purpose intended by its creator. Just as a letter from a father to his son
or one friend to another, or a photograph taken for a family album, may in historical retrospect yield
information about actual events that the author did not foresee at the time of its creation or capture.

The collection introduced in this article comprises photographs that represent, either inten-
tionally or unintentionally, a significant aspect of the structure and organization of the modern Irani-
an army. These images, addressing various themes and subjects, strive to reveal not only the staged
poses of individuals before the camera but also the visible and concealed dimensions relating to the
focus of the lens.

The current study demonstrates that modern historiography does not restrict itself solely
to written sources for the narration of events and historical analysis; it utilizes all forms of written
(books, documents) and non-written (photographs, artistic paintings, music, handicrafts, stories,
sounds, songs, etc.) evidence that assist in recording and analyzing history.

This article aims to illustrate a facet of the condition of the army in Iran (with a focus on the
Western Division—Kermanshah) during the Pahlavi era, drawn from the photographs and images
collected from Brigadier General Abbasgholi Esfandiari.
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Preserving paradata for accountability of

semi-autonomous

Al agentsin dynamic environments:
An archival perspective

Scott Cameron?, Babak Hamidzadeh?
Translated By: Pourya Rahat?, Amirreza Asnafi*

This paper proposes the category of real-time artificial intelligence (Al) systems as applications
of computerized control systems in dynamic, time-constrained contexts normally managed by
human intelligence. Noting the accountability challenges which these systems introduce, the paper
posits the need for robust documentation and records capacities within these systems. The paper
surveys four real-time Al systems with significant records needs: autonomous vehicles, online
content targeting systems, mixed-reality tools for surgical contexts, and digital twin systems in
airport facilities management. The paper identifies paradata, or the data leading up to an outputin
a system’s operation, as a key data category necessitating preservation for full transparency in the
records generated by these systems. Paradata is defined as “information about the procedure(s) and
tools used to create and process information resources, along with information about the persons
carrying out those procedures.” Paradata uncovers opaque technological processes underlying the
production of other datasets and at a granular level must be identified and preserved to delineate the
boundaries between human and system agency in semi-autonomous systems. With a basis in control
theory, the paper finally offers a framework for assessing the functions of real-time Al systems’

operations and their documentation and records needs.
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